Oxygen carriers ("blood substitutes").
(1) A number of oxygen carriers, or "blood substitutes", are undergoing clinical trials. One product (Hemopure(R)) was recently licensed for use in South Africa. Another, (Hemolink(tm) may soon be approved for marketing in Canada. (2) Most trials of oxygen carriers have focused on their use in surgery, primarily as a way to minimize the need for allogeneic blood transfusion. (3) The benefits of these products in comparison with other blood conservation technologies and with allogeneic blood transfusion must be determined. (4) The safety and cost-effectiveness of these products, and the patient populations that would benefit most from their use require further study.